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Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.G. 102(b) as being anticipated by Budge 
et al (US Pat. 6,014,689). 

In regards to claim 1 , Budge discloses a method of video messaging 
comprising: 

In a transmission station: 

Recording a video message in a digital form (see column 1 , lines 37-41 , 
column 3, lines 35-38); 

Transmitting the recorded video message to a predetermined reception 
station (column 1, lines 42-44); 
In a reception station: 

Storing a received video message in a nonvolatile memory (see column 5, 
lines 53-60, line 67-column 6, line 3); and 

At a time other than reception of the video message, displaying the stored 
video message to a user (see column 2, lines 15-19, column 4, lines 35-41, 
column 6, lines 13-14). 

In regards to claim 2, Budge discloses the method of: 
In a transmission station: 
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Encoding the digital form of the video message into encoded video message 
(see column 1, lines 53-59, column 4, lines 43-47); 

Wherein the step of transmitting transmits encoded video message (see 
column 1, lines 42-44); 
In a reception station: 

Wherein the step of displaying the video message includes decoding the 
encoded video message into a decoded video message and displaying the 
decoded video message (see column 2, lines 3-11, lines 32-34, column 5, lines 
9-12). 

In regards to claim 3, Budge discloses the method of generating a digital 
attachment file (see column 4, lines 47-50); 

Wherein the transmitting step includes attaching the attachment file to the video 
message and transmitting both the video message and the attachment file to the 
reception station (see column 1, lines 42-44 and lines 57-62) 
Wherein the storing step includes storing both the video message and the 
attachment file (see column 5, lines 55-57) 

At a time other than the reception of the video message, presenting the attachment 
in a manner perceivable by the user (see column 4, lines 35-41 ). 

In regards to claim 6, Budge discloses the method of: 
In a.transmission station: 

The attachment file consisting of audio file in the reception station (see 
column 4, lines 47-50); 
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In the reception station: 

The step of presenting the attachment file by generating an aurally 
perceivable indication of the audio file (see column 1, lines 48-51, column 5, lines 
12-15). 

In regards to claim 7, budge discloses the method of: 
In a transmission station: 

Encoding the audio file into a encoded audio file (see column 4, lines 47-510); 
Wherein the step of transmitting transmits the encoded audio file (see column 
42-44); 
In the reception station: 

The step of generating an aurally perceivable indication of the audio file 
includes decoding the encoded audio file into a decoded audio file and 
generating an aurally perceivable indication of the decoded audio file (see 
column 5, lines 12-15). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 8-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Budge 
et al (US Pat. 6,014,689) in view of Taylor (GB 2299878 A). 
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In regards to claim 8, Budge does not disclose that the reception station 
comprises the method of displaying the stored video message by generating a 
television signal modulated according to a predetermined standard and displaying 
the television signal employing a television receiver operating according to the 
predetermined standard. 

Taylor discloses the step of enabling a computer to output video signals to a 
television as an alternate to the computer monitor, in order to give a larger screen 
display. See abstract. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the system of Budge with Taylor's teachings to output the 
computer video signals to a television in order to enable larger screen display of 
signals. Such a modification requires the video to be modulated according to a 
predetermined standard (NTSC) and displaying the television signal employing a 
television receiver (to receive the video output from the computer) operating 
according to the predetermined standard. 

In regards to claim 9, Budge does not disclose that the reception station 
comprises the step of archiving video message by generating a television signal 
modulated according to a predetermined standard; and receiving and recording the 
television signal employing a video cassette recorder operating according to the 
predetermined standard. 
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Taylor discloses the step of enabling computer to output video signals to a 

videocassette recorder in order to playback information logged from the computer on 
the VCR. See abstract, page 1 , page 2. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
system of Budge in view of Taylor's teachings by enabling the computer output 
signals to be recorded to a VCR in order to store data that was viewed on the 
computer. Such a modification comprises the step of modulating the computer video 
signals according to a predetermined standard (e.g. NTSC), and at the VCR 
operating according to the predetermined standard, receiving and recording the 
signal. 

5. Claims 4-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Budge 
et al (US Pat. 6,014,689). 

In regards to claim 4, Budge does not disclose the step of attaching a word 
processing document; and presenting the attachment file by running a word 
processing program compatible with the word processing document. 

Examiner takes official notice that it was well know at the time of the invention 
to attachment word processing documents with e-mail; and presenting the word 
processing document by running a word processing program (such as Microsoft 
Word) compatible with the word processing document. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Budge, by attaching a word processing 



Application/Control Number: 09/842,532 . Page 7 

Art Unit: 2616 

document with the video mail, thereby allowing the sender to send additional memos 
to the recipient. 

In regards to claim 5, Budge does not disclose the step of attaching a 
spreadsheet document; and presenting the attachment file by running a spread 
sheet program compatible with the spread sheet document. 

Examiner takes official notice that it was well know at the time of the invention 
to attachment spread sheet documents with e-mail; and presenting the spread sheet 
document by running a spread sheet program (such as Microsoft Excel) compatible 
with the spread sheet document. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Budge, by attaching a spread sheet document 
with the video mail, thereby allowing the sender to send additional charts to the 
recipient. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usha Raman whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7380. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Christopher Kelley can be reached on (571 ) 272-7331 . The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




